Human rights -the worthy heirs of the "rights of man" proclaimed at the end of the 18 th century -reached universal consciousness after the Second World War, when discovery of the death camps gave brutal witness to the necessity of imposing limits on the all-powerfulness of the nation-state. This is the thesis, accepted by both common sense and evidently in the best scholarly work on human rights, which is demolished in a book just published by Samuel Moyn, historian at Columbia University. For him, human rights were only a peripheral element in the rhetoric deployed during the war and afterwards. Moreover, to the extent that no public awareness of the Holocaust existed immediately after the hostilities ended, such rights declarations cannot be considered a direct response to the genocide of the Jews.In reality, he says, it was not in the middle of the 1940s but rather thirty years later -in the second half of the 1970s -that human rights came to assume the title of our "last utopia".
Rights of Man and Human Rights
Moyn's argument rests on the premise that human rights, far from being descendants of the "rights of man" proclaimed at the end of the century of Enlightenment, are very different in nature. The latter were articulated around a politics of constructing citizenship within a defined space, whereas the former promote a policy of compassion turned toward the outside: "The one implied a politics of citizenship at home and others a politics of suffering abroad." The rights of man were inseparably linked to building the state and the nation, whereas human rights aim to transcend the statist form. What today appears obvious to usthat the principal objective of human rights is to impose limits on state activities -would (according to Moyn) be an idea foreign to the droits de l'homme, which aimed to define citizenship and not to protect humanity. He maintains that the alliance between the rights of man and the nation-state is not an unfortunate contingency but rather quintessential: "The alliance with state and nation was not some accident that tragically befell the rights of man: it 
